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Teaching About Congress, the U.S. Constitution,

and Representative Government

The third annual Teacher Institute, sponsored by the Robert C. Byrd
Center for Congressional History and Education, welcomed nearly 100
educators from across West Virginia at five workshops. With the support
of a grant from the West Virginia Humanities Council, the Teacher
Institute was held in multiple locations for the first time this year, with
workshops held in Charleston, Lewisburg, Morgantown, Shepherdstown,
and Martinsburg.

Established in 2016, the Byrd Center Teacher Institute is a core part of
the center’s mission to advance representative democracy by engaging
the public through educational programs. Through their participation in
the institute, educators receive demonstrations of innovative teaching
tools and resources, based on the primary sources of the National
Archives and Records Administration, as well as those of the Byrd
Center’s Archives.
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Overview of the 2018 Teacher Institute:

Monday, June 18, 2018 — The first workshop was convened
in the West Virginia Culture Center, located on the grounds
of the Capitol in Charleston. Educators were introduced to
teaching lessons on the role of Congress, mapping the U.S.
Constitution and the powers that it delegates to each branch
of the government, and a board game explaining the
legislative process. Joseph Geiger, the Director of the West
Virginia State Archives, gave a presentation on resources
available from the collections housed in the Culture Center.

Tuesday, June 19, 2018 — Our second workshop brought us
to Lewisburg in Greenbrier County, where we gathered in
the West Virginia University Building at the State
Fairgrounds. In addition to the lesson plans and resources of
the National Archives’ Center for Legislative Archives,
educators also had the opportunity to participate in teaching
modules utilizing the digital exhibit The Great Society
Congress and resources of the Byrd Center and West Virginia
and Regional History Center exploring the state and federal
response to the 1985 floods.

Wednesday, June 20, 2018 — The third workshop was held in
the Downtown Campus Library at West Virginia University in
Morgantown. Educators received a behind-the-scenes tour
of the West Virginia and Regional History Center and viewed
an exhibit on the center’s congressional collections. The tour
was given by Lori Hostuttler, the center’s Assistant Director.

Thursday, August 9, 2018 — Our fourth and largest workshop
was hosted at the Byrd Center in Shepherdstown.
Participants explored the center’s collections and toured the
archives as well as our exhibits Robert C. Byrd: Senator,
Statesman, West Virginian and Redeveloping Appalachia.

Saturday, October 13, 2018 — The fifth and final workshop in
the 2018 Teacher Institute was held at the Martinsburg
Center of Shepherd University. In addition to the Center for
Legislative Archives modules and West Virginia 1985 Floods
recovery teaching lesson, educators were given an overview
of the Byrd Center and tools for employing primary sources
in classroom instruction.
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